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May 15th 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers and Families,  
 
I hope this finds you all safe and well.  
 
By now, you will all be aware of the government proposals to reopen schools from the 1st June, after half term. 
The Prime Minister has stated that he hopes some schools may be able to re-open to children from Reception, 
Year 1 and Year 6. It is very important that I stress several points in relation to this ambition.  
 
Firstly, there is not an expectation for all schools to open on 1st June. The safety of children, their families and 
our staff in school and their families must remain our priority. Any return to school will need careful planning, 
and must take into account our site, staffing capacity and a wide range of measures that need to be in place so 
that we can do our best to ensure the safety and well-being of children, staff and parents. 
Detailed risk assessments must be carried out with the staff and our governors for us to determine what 
provision we are able to offer and when we are able to offer it.  This is a very detailed and time-consuming 
process and one that cannot be hurried.  
 
Secondly, it is not compulsory for children to attend when we reopen. Parents will not be fined for keeping 
their children safe at home. It is vital that parents know we understand that, were we to offer places to your 
child’s year group, it is a very personal decision as to whether or not parents wish their child to return to school 
under the current circumstances. Parents should not feel under pressure, and will of course be aware that the 
school environment will inevitably be very different to what the children are used to. We must be very clear that 
the school environment will not be as safe as the home. Children who are unable to/choose not to return to 
school, will continue to be supported with home learning by our team, just as they have been during this half 
term. We understand and support the view that as parents you know your child best, and will make the right 
decision about what you feel is in the best interests of the safety and well-being for your child and your family. 
 
Thirdly, the government has proposed that we open to children of key workers and other priority groups. If as a 
parent you work in the critical sector of key workers, (education, key public services, local government, 
transport, public safety, utility services) and you do not have childcare provision, you are able to request a place 
for your child.  
Key worker children will be looked after by a range of staff from across the school, most likely on a rota basis. In 
order for us to plan provision effectively I would appreciate it if you could contact school if you require a key 
worker child place, and the days you are likely to need it.  
 
Finally, if you could let me school know your initial thoughts on whether you think you will send your child into 
school if and when the time arises, that too would be helpful.  
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To summarise: 
 

• Please email school via the office if you are a key worker of a child in any year group and need 
childcare after half term. Please indicate the days you would need it. 

• admin@derwentvale.cumbria.sch.uk 
 

• If you are a parent/carer of a child in Reception, Year 1 or Year 6, please email the office to let them 
know if you are likely to send your child to school, were we able to offer this.  

• admin@derwentvale.cumbria.sch.uk 
 

Please send the above information by Monday 12pm if possible. Thank you. 
 
 
Once school has this initial information we can then build this into our risk assessment and planning. We will 
then be in a better place to work out when we can reopen, how many classrooms we will need and how many 
staff will be needed to work with those groups. Social distancing is not possible with such young children, hence 
the numbers are crucial to the planning. Places for Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 pupils are full time, 5 days a 
week, if your child returns to school.  
 
It is safe to say at this point that school will look very different when we first return. Classrooms will be stripped 
of all but essential resources e.g. books play equipment and shared resources. Groups will be small, those 
groups will not be able to mix with other groups at all during the school day, including lunch breaks and 
outdoors. The curriculum will look very different to the one we would normally be delivering. The children will 
be returning to a very different school to the one they left in March. Pupils will be doing the same tasks as for 
those still learning from home. This is something that staff will need support with as well as the children when 
they return.   
 
I do recognise that these are very challenging times, and I appreciate your ongoing support.  
 
I will continue to do my best to update you with any further information as and when it becomes available.  
 
Please stay safe and take care,  
 
Yours,  
 
Frances Edmondson 
 
Headteacher 

 

 

 

 
 


