Check out our website for updates:
www.derwentvale.cumbria.sch.uk

Star of the Week
Nursery & Reception

Boccia Competition
A team of Year 3, 4, 5 and 6 children took part in a Boccia
competition this week. Boccia is a target ball sport which is related
to bowls. The children did a brilliant job and our girls’ team came
third in the whole competition! Our boys also received a certificate
for a great team effort. Well done!

Blaine – for brilliant phonics
segmenting and blending
Year 1/2
Imogen – for being a
brilliant narrator in the
Christmas performance
Year 3/4
Ashton – for fantastic work
in Read Write Inc.
Year 5/6
Kylan – for fantastic
behaviour and learning all of
the songs for the carol service

Highest Attendance this week:
Year 1/2

97.0%

Christmas Lunch
A huge thank you to our
fantastic kitchen staff, Jess
and Sharon who cooked a
delicious Christmas lunch for
the children and staff this
week. It was very much
enjoyed by everyone!

Staffing Update
From January to April 2022, Mrs Fox will be leaving us to take up a
secondment as an acting headteacher at another primary school. In
Mrs Fox’s absence, any issues relating to Special Educational Needs
and Disabilities (SEND) will be dealt with by Mr Lucey and Miss
Atkinson. We know that you will join us in wishing Mrs Fox the very
best of luck in her new role!

Christmas Performances
We would like to thank all of the families who supported us with this
year’s Nursery/Reception, Year 1/2 Christmas performances. It was
lovely to have an audience back in school after the challenges of
recent times. The children performed amazingly and we all left
school with smiles on our faces! If you ordered any photo
keyrings/magnets, these will be sent home next week.

Christmas Hamper Raffle
We have sent home some raffle tickets this week. If you would like
to buy them, they are 50p per strip. Please write your name across
the strip and return them to school with the money. Thank you to
those who have donated to the hampers already. We are still
collecting donations and these can be sent into school until Tuesday.
Thank you.

Fire Service Visit

Whole School
Attendance

The Fire Service visited us this week and spoke to Year 1/2 about the
importance of fire safety. The children then had the chance to sit in
the fire engine and spray the fire hose! We also think that Miss Stilwell
might be interested in a new career after getting dressed up in the
firefighter clothing!

92.7%
Below target
Our Local Authority
target is 96%.

Upcoming dates
Monday 13th December
6pm Years 3-6 Christmas Carol
Service
Tuesday 14th December
2pm Years 3-6 Christmas Carol
Service
Wednesday 15th December
Nursery/Reception Christmas party
Year 1/2 Christmas party
Thursday 16th December
Christmas jumper/non-uniform day
Years 3-6 Christmas party
1.30pm School closes for Christmas
holidays

Nursery/Reception

Wednesday 5th January
School re-opens after Christmas
holidays
Year 5/6 Yoga
Monday 10th January
Year 5/6 team – Dodgeball
competition
Wednesday 12th January
Year 5/6 Yoga

Nursery/Reception have enjoyed starting some Christmas
activities this week as well as having their Christmas lunch and
a turn on the fire engine.

Years 3-6 had a brilliant time on their Christmas trip to Muncaster Castle this week. They had a tour of the
castle, learned about Christmas celebrations during the Victorian era, made paper chains and got to meet
Father Christmas. There was also time to explore the gardens, visit the Hawk and Owl Centre and watch a
flying display.

Christmas Carol Service
We still have a limited number of tickets available for our carol services on Monday and Tuesday. Please
contact the school office. We would also ask that you wear a face covering if you are attending the carol
services following the latest updated government guidance. Thank you.

